
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sangsook Park       

Department: Art and Design     Phone Number: (618) 650-5825 

E-mail Address: spark@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1774 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Art and Design West Building 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
My research focuses on young children’s artistic learning and how culture influences their artistic development. 

Using K-1st graders’ spontaneous sketchbook drawings made during art activity time as the focus of the study, in 

spring 2017, a URCA assistant will work with me to study how young children learn to draw. As an active learning 

opportunity for the student, this study involves fieldwork in K-1st grade class (Primary class) in the 9-week 

Saturday Art Studio program run by the SIUE Art Education program that I have been directing the last 6 years. In 

this research, the student will be provided extensive instructions on a) observation methods of young children and 

their art including drawing; b) documentation techniques for making the children’s learning visible by 

photographing the sketchbook drawing activity and writing field notes in the context; and c) how make meaningful 

dialogue during the sketchbook drawing activity time for enhancing the children’s learning. Throughout the 

semester, the student will meet with me weekly for various research-related activities such as IRB application 

writing, literature reviews on young children’s drawing and theory related to artistic learning and development, and 

some research methods. In addition, the student will be guided on issues concerning art curriculum development for 

young children for the student’s future teaching. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will be expected to be available every Monday and Friday for 4-5 hours before the Saturday Studio 

program starts in order to learn about IRB application writing, developing research questions, and library research. 

After the Saturday studio starts the student will expected to be in the K-1st grade art classroom from 8:30 am-1:00 

pm for 9 weeks of Saturday studio and observe and document the sketchbook drawing activity. In addition, every 

Friday for 4-5 hours the student will also will be expected to review and discuss and organize our observation notes 

and photographs to generate findings and plan the next observation. After the Saturday studio program ends, the 

student will be expected to organize the collected photographs, notes, and discussed categories for further analysis 

and interpretation. 

 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

• The student will gain knowledge on IRB application writing, research questions development, observation skills, 

and field notes writing as well as learn how to analyze and interpret the collected data.  

   • The student will develop techniques on how to observe young children’s learning to draw through a series of 

observations of young children’s sketchbook drawing activity in the Saturday studio program.  

   • The student will develop effective methods on how to talk with young children about their drawings and art to 

assist their artistic learning.  

   • The student will learn about documentation techniques and gain knowledge on how it is used in an education 

setting for communicating with young children, teachers, and parents about their learning.  

   • The student will gain a deeper understanding of young children’s artistic learning and development and its 

relationship to art curriculum development.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I can only select students who can be available every Monday and Friday afternoon, and Saturday morning (for 9 

weeks). 

  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

I require my students to have taken Art289 or Art450 and have earned at least an A. 

 

 


